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The 
Publisher 
Says 


Last month I made an appeal to 
all interested in circusiana to send 
a list of circus wagons known by 
them to Mr. Joseph T. Bradbury, 
4315 Wieuca Rd., N. E., Atlanta, 
Georgia 


At this time what response there 
has been is unknown, however, this 
is an impertant sroject and I ap- 
peal to you again to send your 

to Mr. Bradbury. If kno 


de location in ci or near 
city this will helo others 
Iccate the wagon or wagons with 
less trouble. This list when com- 
pleted will be published in the 
Bancwagon so all can have a copy 
of the valuable list. Send in your 
list today 


Recordings of this type could be 
conduct 2 other fields and 
Ould be a vaiu- 
tion to the history of the 
r While -ve are on 

e subject of history it might be 
wise for all of us to ~‘ into the 
files of our local newscapers and 
2 arth” the circus historv that i 

ained in files 


™vleted 


these old 


collectors have found in- 
facts on some of the old 
“mud” shows, but have ed to 
pass the information to publishers 
so it could be recorded into nt 
Maybe you don’t have complete in- 
formation but why not record the 
true facts so others in la 

micht have something to st 
with or add to. Like the Bandw 
on, many publications a on 
file in libraries and grez heln 
those preparing articles on various 
circuses I know, because I 
have used these libraries in recent 
month 


Many 
tere: 


Sincerely, 


Harry M. Simpson 





CARL CLAIRE - Circus Band Master of Other Years 


Written for The Bandwagon by Charlie Duble ( O/d Circus Trouper ) 


of the 
Show 


Clair, bandmaster 
Barnum & Bailey Greatest 
on Earth. The town he _ hailed 
from was Grinnell. Iowa. Sad _ to 
relate, his name is rarely mention- 
ed in Grinnell today, and very few 
persons there, if asked who Carl 
Clair was, could answer. In his 
younger days he became interest- 
ed in music, playing cornet with 
the local band and with bands in 
nearby towns, near Grinnell. His 
real name was George Smith and 
he had this changed to Carl Clair, 
legally, during the 1890’s. I 
have been able to back 
1892 and find at he 

King & Franklin Cir 

known 10-car show of 

riod played the Middlwest. 

Whether he was cornet player in 
the band or director, I have no way 
of learning It is a pleasure for 
me to mention here that this was 
the first circus I can remember 
ever sé x. My dad me to 
the night show, when it played 
my home, Jeffersonville, Indiana, 
in 1892, so I heard the band that 
Carl Clair was a member of, or the 
leader 


He became musical director sea- 
son of 1893 of the Barnum & Bailey 
Greatest Shows on Earth. This 
was the year of the great Chica 
go World's Fair. He followed Jim 
Robinson, who had been musi 
( ; a few years Carl 

the finest hands 

yed under a circus tent 
there of course during 


early 
trace 


‘that 


Above is the Prof. Carl Clair’s Military Band with 
Prof. Clair is fifth gent from left in front row. 


Bailey Circus in 1903. 
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five years triumphant tour of 
Europe, 1898-1902. His band of 30 
or more fine musicians, received 
great praise in Europe by the press 
and public. The writer has troup- 
ed with two musicians who were 
with the show in Carl Clair’s time 
He served as musical director from 
season until his nassing in 
amford, Conn., in May, 1907. 
Walter P. English, who had payed 
bass for 10 years in Clair’s band, 
then became leader for the seasons 
1907 and 1908. He later was lead- 
er of the Sells-Floto Circus band 
and was also composer of some 
fine band numbers 
i away in the att of the 
where Carl Clair lived in hi 
r days in Grinnell, Iowa 
a small collection of odd bits 
of band music and his hand-made 
cornet This was re- 
y brought forth from the 
resting place since the early 
890’s and sent to the writer by J. 
Lou Sampson, a showman and a 
resident of Grinnell. This is the 
most authentic story I have been 
able to obt concerning Carl 
Clair. He left Grinnell about 1892 
and never returned, but countless 
thousands and thousands through- 
out of the United States and Eur- 
ype heard and applauded his grand 
military band, the years he served 
leader 
I ha 
to have been taken a 


house 


wood 


cent! 


as 


photo of his aand, said 


the Olympia 
Next Page, Please 


Barnum and 


(Robert D. Good Photograph) . 
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Hippodrome in London, during 
the shows’ European tour. Nine- 
teen in the picture, including Clair, 
h a musta A favorite cir- 
cus march, “Olivene,” composed by 
Vandercook, was published 

390’s and dedicated to Carl 

é Its strains have been heard 
from the big top and from the 
elaborate, carved, mirrored band 
the streets 

the spectacular 
other days. I 
band prior to 


wagons that rolled over 
of 
street 
heard 
1907 


Visits Cole 


a nation in 
ade; f 


bros. 


Above is Miss Margaret Mar 
Moreau, daughter of Mr and Mr 
Raymond Moreau of Niagara Fall 
Ni. 5:9 I sot f Cole Br 
‘ire t ta 1 he 
ted Cole Bros. C 
Niagara Falls 


the Moreau’ 
cus June 20, 


SARASOTA 

r—Sir Osbert 
Ringli 
Sarascta in F 


Joh wit at 
ja. Actually Ring 
ling rescued it from the moss of 
oblivion and re-created it. The 
town was founded by my father 
and others, about 1882, on behalf 
of an Anglo-Scottish company. 
About the same time he also sta 
ed Acton, now  incorvorated 
Lakeland, Fla 
ELIOT WARBURTON 
United Service Club 
Sunday, London, 
Times, June 19, 
eens 
friend take Hobby- 
Tell him about it 


in 


England 
1949 


Does your 
Bandwagon? 


—Page 4—Hobby-Bandwagon, 





CIRCUS PHOTOS 


Bros. 1949. 
e Cole Bros. t New 
ons, side show panels, new 
A new tractors 
views 50c. 
Taken in big 
back-yard. Good views of 
ats and costumes, Alma 
ch impc ion and Kay 
8 views $1. 
Caught 


the 


1903. 
ght | 
ge wagons 
card view 
Cole Bros. 
wheels. Ce 
Hippopotamt 
rs Riding on 
’ “African 
k Tapir,” 
Trained Lions,” 


S on 
rimmed 


lyde 


atty 
8 views $1 
Barnum 
,” “Rus- 
Tree Tab,‘ 
Old Christy 


Famous agons. 


reat Br 

‘Romuleus 
eam Call 
$1. (Why 


8 viev 
sets?) 


iful 

order both 
“Your pictures are very good. 
ering the pictures checked 

1 Chevrette, 937 

Escanaba, 


Am 
be- 
Wash- 
Michi- 


Order direct from this ad or send 
for big lists and sample. Com- 
plete lists sent with all orders of 
above. Absolute satisfaction guar- 
anteed or money cheerfully  re- 
funded! Return mail delivery. Or- 
der NOW! 
ROBERT E. 
Blvd., Ensley, 


ma 


Bush 
Ala- 


SAMS, 2745 
Birmingham, 


September, 1949 





FROM MUD TO RAILS IN IOWA 


By J. Lou Sampson 
Ex-trouper and Magician 


In € 
before the 


June 1882, a few da 
famous Grinnell, Iowa 
lone which 40 people lost 
lives and thousands of dol- 
worth of property were 
stroyed, th Great Adam 
paugh Show” came to this 
city and showed here on M 
have been told, in at 
in on Sunday 
bee much 
by some of 
muc ot 
a promir 
ui 


de- 
Fore- 


ist it SU 


Forepaugh or s 
yer, called on his pe 
wanted to go to church and 
marched enmasse and went 
} church ffice t 
was nothing said about 
and there was a good 
hand to see the show 
TI big attraction 
raffes said to be the or r 
America at that time his was, I 
believe, the first railroad circus 
to come here. After that a flood of 
overland shov travelling in wag- 
ons, came in ssion 

Among the fi s the J 
Taylor Circus out Creston, Iowa 
This is the show at Fred 
of the team Montgome 
Stone, famous urs 
Mill” and numerous pla 
1 runs of many weeks 
and Chicago, 
> was an Iowa 

I believe 


head mana- 


all of 


say 

show-fo: 

crowd on 
ct day. 


was 


iley Band, ¢ 
deg 


am indebted 


article 
number 
e 
Bros. World’s 
here on 18 


season on 
bareback 


came 
was their fi 
Ashton, lady 


ysie 


Rooney, somersault 


Mike 


rider 


featured as was 
bareback 
trained € 
mes win, head balancing 
trapeze performer, and Millie Ir- 
iron jaw act, a fine slack wire 
lady, a plate spinner and 
vir balancing ac were 
ason good 
12 cages was 


er, was 


n well 


Circus came 
90’s. This was 
and quite 


Dicks 
1 U C 4 
‘Richards Three Bi 
t owned by Richard 
was said This wa 
the first and o circus I ever 
saw that advertised on its larg 
handbills that you could send your 
children to this show « 
will come home with 
Jack C. Meyers 
rong man, 
later became 
editor on a St. Louis, Mo 
per. Hank E. McCoy was 
clown and a very good one, 
Next Page, Please 


sports 
nev 


Rose- 








CIRCUS PHOTOS 


sharp, in 


sat- 


r and 
rable if 
Bros 


from 


not 


ets 1927, 28 & 
Hagenbeck-Wal- 


1es, “Barnes 


ind Beatty-Russell 


exchange 


pictures. 
EDDIE JACKSON 


Box 477, Macon, Ga 
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berry Bros,, Trapeze Artists, “Wat- 
kin High Tables Act, and Tom 
Hourein did a Balloon Ascension 
for the outside free attraction, 
just before the evening perform- 
ance 

In 1894, “Sells 
vailroad Shows” came in 
Day Only. They were then 
the bid for top circus 

I 1ad about 50 cars, I believe, 
and many features—two Giant 
Hippos, the Marlo-Dunham Troupe 
of Aerial Bar Performers, Stirk 
Family of Bicycle Riders and the 

zroup of Leapers I ever 
saw: eaded, I believe, by Bob 
Stickney It was a great show 
and such a hot day that women 
fainted from the heat in the Big 
Top. It looked so much like a bad 
storm coming that they tore down 
and left town without giving the 
evening performance. The bill 
carried pictures of Lewis, Pete 
Eph Sells and W. W. Cole, owne 
at that time. Rob Roy and wife, 
Albinos, were in the Annex, and I 
have heard that the late Howard 
Thurston, famous magician of la- 
ter years, was also there. 

Just prior to the coming of ‘Sells 
Bros. Circus into Iowa, The Great 
Wallace Shows made their ap- 
pearance in the Tall Corn State 
around 1891 or ‘92. The billing 

ried pictures of Wallace and 

on, as the owne It was 
innell over Sunday and 
ypical Wallace Show of 
‘rs. Plenty of “Heat” but 
that 
cars 
Ringling Bros. again 
their appearance in 1895, 
ing MHjalmar Lundin, 
trong Man, supporting 20 men on 
latform. Wm. Irwi, Head Bal- 
cing Higt r tist, The 
Tybell Sisters’ Aeri Act, Doc and 
Lottie Aymen, Wire Walker and 
Rider, The Rooneys, Bareback 
Riders, and the Famous Nelson 
Family Acrobat a Bounding 
Rope Pe orme the greatest I 


Bros. Enormous 
for One 
making 


honors. 


circus at travelli 
about 20 


The 


time, 


made 
featur- 
Swedish 


name. 

they were reé inning 
hree rings ar 
oad trains, 
lay School 

its strict poli 

and games.” 

J. H 

Iowa. A 

harts Circus 


to grow 


Circus also toured 
show, W. F. Kirk- 
was organized in 
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Iowa in '94 or ’95. Frank Kendall 
of Grinnell, was on this show one 
season and then went to Barnum 
and Bailey’s Band for Carl Clair. 
Numerous small railroad shows 
came on in the 90’s. Harris Nickel 
Plate Shows, a 10 car show. L. B. 
Lents Circus, a very small cus. 
Frank A. Robbins Circus and Chas. 
Sparks Show were also out here 
one ASC the Mighty 
Haag Show, Bros. Cook 
and Whitby C H. Barrett 
y’s Great Golde, 
company no one seems 
ch about. 
a@ man named Fred 
staged the first big 
the ‘State Fair a wreck 
between 2 old locomotives. hi 
drew the largest crowd that had 
ever been on the grounds at that 
time ttle later he organized 
the Yankee Robinson Circus with 
winter quarters at Granger, Iowa, 
near Des Moines, It soon grew to 
a 20 car show and had one of the 
finest troupes of Arabian Acro- 
bats it has ever been my pleasure 
to see 
An old friend of writer’s 
Mr. Al Pitcaithley, one of the fin- 
est Forward Benders ever to grace 
a latform, was with the Yankee 
»binson Show at one time. In la- 
the name was changed 
bins Bros. Circus and con- 
tinued as that till its closing in 
1931. 
The famous “Two Hemispheres” 
Bandwagon was last used by Rob- 
Bros. in their parade. Jake 
yve the 40-horse hitch on 
his wagon for Barnum and Bailey 
Show. He was Boss Hostler on Rob- 
bins Bros. in later years 
The oldest living circus steward 
the “old school” Harry (Cook- 
yuse) Kelley, 77 years old, closed 
his circus career with Robbins 
Bros. Circus after 40 years in 
how business. He now run 
ation at Newton, Iowa 
to meet circus people 
a later icle, I shall 
q ry of one of the 
Circus owners 
Ortonville, Iow 
still live 
os 


Buchar 
hriller 


the 


fill- 
and 


give 


older 


on of 
relatives 


Limited number of back issues 
of Hobby-Bandwagon available for 
20c each postpaid or 10 numbers 

zi those gaps in your 
files while they last. Hobby-Band- 
wagon, Camden, Ohio. 


1949 





The 
Bandwagon 


and Activities of the 


CIRCUS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
F f 


sunded in 1939 


EDITOR 
OFFICERS 
ARD RESIDENT 
N. Dodge, Wichita, 
LLAIRE 
WALTER_PIETSC 
37 Third 


PAST PRESIDENTS 
Walter Ty ori 


Arthur Stensvord 


John VanMatre 


DIRECTORS 


Rhy 
Allen 


10—South Am 





NEW MEMBERS 


442—Joseph T. Bradbury, 
Wieuca Rd., N. E., Atlanta, Ga. 


Frances T. B bury, 4315 
ca Rd. N. EB, nta, Ga 
Thomas Kabin, 29 Speers 
ston, Ont., Canada 
445—Earl H. W. Jenkins, 5955 
South Komensky Ave., Chicago 29, 
Tl 
Joseph T. Bradbury 
ber of CHS, reports ut he 
Dales Bros. Circus at Bulfor 
Aug. 24 and Canton, Ga. on 
25. Mr. Bradbury reports that 
show is greatly improved over 
1948, new canvas, good equipmeni 
painted red with white lettering, 
and blue and gold trim. Their pro- 
gram is headed by the Dutton rid- 
ing act. 


Aug. 
the 


Sept. 24, 1949, 
7 Penkivil St., 
Bondi N. S. W. 
Australia 
Editor Bandwagon, 
Dear Sir: 

It was with great pleasure that 
I received the souvenir post card 
of > CHS convention 

ing the gift more pleasing, 
the y many autographs of 
in tendance at the con- 

It is just another tribute of the 
warm friendship of my _ fellow 

nbers America and I would 
k them sincerely for 


Sidney Baker, CHS 
Saas 
Mr. and 
aced front 
nd Baldwin Par 
1 fine photo of this grand 
who recently celebrated 
65th weddin~ anniversary 
a 
L. W. Kreischer of Portland, 
Oregon, has just returned from 
spending the summer in Alaska. 
0 


friend 


take Hobby- 
Tell him about it. 


Does your 
Bandwagon? 





WANTED 


Great Wallace 


Circus Routes 


Still Need — 


1884, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 


e advise which ones you have 
what you are asking for same 
will suffice 
the route book. 


itten list 


I do not c for 


DR. H. POWERS 
110% E. Washington 


South Bend 1, Ind. 


Ave 
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C. H. S. Member 


By Oscar 


Eddie Jackson did 
from home to 

he knew 4 

amus > 


ing depa 
Ba 


the last 
into the =¢ 
through a mec 
Eddie was born 
a boy he was 
plays, kinds 
The day after 
circus of Columbus, played Ligoni 
er, Eddie went down to t lot 
found an old copy 0; 
a publica 


in 
fon 
of 


mem 


1 
Wallace & 


came to 
idie shed dishes 
pay f ti 
blew dowr 


When 
horse t 
was left lying 

rescued 


Ex 


mut 15 when 
noved to G 


»sh: 
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Eddie Jackson 


on a 
but 


for 


put 
show, 


2d me up in 
own and I direct 
ed e orc! E on a mandolir 
says Eddie. was doing 
dan ot t eddi 
never f 


Goshe 

of slap 

wig and 

from one 
latter helped 
eng ment 

Life Medicine 


A medicine show hit 


0u a 
a banjo, ackface 
r theatrical tru 
the performers 
Eddie get his 


Eddie 
band of 
He had 


the arri 
Eddie left his $6 
coat in the smoker and car 


1inchilla over- 
ried off 








CIRCUS BALANCING 


Clowns 


60c Prepaid 


your money 


JOSEPH L. TRACY 
C.H.S. 106 
Bu 








BAILEY, 
Jake 
Bald- 
347 


& 
request 
Maine St., 


PHOTOS—BARNUM 


ember, 1949 





the $18 drum. He 
his coat 

After his medicine show experi- 
ence, it was easier for Eddie to get 
an engagement. He signed up with 
Neil Burgess County Fair Co. Its 
original racing drama had _ three 
treadmills and three thorough- 
breas running at full speed. 

Eddie played a jockey part. The 
horse he rode was called Cold Mo- 
lasses, always the winner of the 
race. On opening night in Boston 
the 850-pound treadmill, the hor. 
and Eddie went through the s 
floor into a basement dr 
room used b; 

No one was 
were up watching 
nor t 


never found 


race. Neith- 
was hurt 
season he spent 


the horse 
following 


head’s must 
Or ight 


a chur 
ago, Eddie 
Primrose 
name was 
name from George 
mous minstrel. 
Cready, then geners 
Gentry Bros. Famous 
Pony Shc and Eddie were 
friends. Cready told Eddie he 
going to make an agent of 
have him start at the bottom 
up 
Eddie 


him, 
and 


Rock, 
pro- 


opened in Little 
n Gentry IS. as 
grammer four days ahead of 
show, and also had to contract for 
dog feed from hotels and _ res- 
tauran 
That meant anything except egg 
shel coffee grounds, fish bones 
and vegetables. On show day t 
restaurant proprietor got on~ tick- 
for every pail of dog feed 
Eddie left Gentrv Bros. in 1905 to 
contract the Campbell Bros. 36-car 
railroad show emanating from 
Fairburg, Neb. About 1910 he was 
employed as a movie actor for 


Selic Polyscope Co. in Chicago. 
When he learned he would have 
to do stunts in deep water, in the 
Chicago river and Lake Michigan, 
Eddie quit the lucrative movies 
and returned to Campbell Bros 

Later he was with Gollmar Bros., 
cousins of the Ringlings, the John 
Robinson circus and Downie & 
Wheeler circus, eastern division, as 

hour advance man. 

In 1913 he joined the Sells-Floto 
Buffalo Bill show in Denver, as 
press representative. He handled 

iblicity for Buffalo Bill, Jess 
Willard, then heavyweight cham- 
pion, and Frank Gotch of Hum- 
hen world’s champion 

wrestler, all in 

s of the World.” 
Eddie’s home 

1 paver head- 

Eddie Jackson 
Today To the 
Eddie’s circus 
joined Rin 


t wagon, 


s it was 


18 Jackson 


> joined 
press department r 
i until the show was sold to 
& Bailey in- 
I been 


oO seas as publici 
of Benson’s Wild Animal 
Nashua, N. H., and one 
ith Hamid’s circus at the 

r World’s Fair in 1941 
1930 Jackson also has been 
employed eatrically, managing 
1ch attr House of a 
Thousand Candles,” which played 
at the old Grand theatre in Ak 
Tom Powell’s Minstrels of Spring- 
io, “Paid in Full” and 
He Left Behind.” Eddie’s 
gement was as 
Chocolate 


ictions as 


Soldier” 


Eddie 
He ree ff names, dates, 
as if fi e reading about 
He rolls his own cigarettes 
as been makin home in 
with his and a 
64 Hawthorne ave. His 
ter, Mrs. L. M. Latta. now is in 

Next Page, Please 


places 
them. 
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home after suffering a 
he nephew, y 
lucer and 
Akron Junior Follie 
expects 
Akron March 15 to join the 
-Barnum & Bailey show 
Square Garden, Ne 
as a two-year contr 
v 10w, for 1949 and 1 
He may after 1950, at 
ace of 75 
“But, like all dyed-in-the-wool 
ywmen, I pr ly will keep 
he s.—Akron ‘Ohio) Bea- 
con-Journal 





CASH — MINSTREL — CASH 


Highest prices paid for Minstrel 
Programs, Heralds and Photos. 
List issued each month. 

C. SPENCER CHAMBERS 


P.O, Box Syracuse 1, 





FROM THE pitecacnagel 


amé f 
up member 
ming uf 


5 not on 


that 
ith it and for it 


ROBERT C 


KING 
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ENGLISH SPORTS and PAS- 
TIMES, by Christina Hole, a book 
recently published in London, con- 

apter caller, “Shows and 

and another on fairs. 
an 1808 picture of Astley’s 

a sideshow at Bartholo- 

Also old illustrations of 
e tumblers, peep-shows and 

one-man band. 

ges 

Just published is JESSE JAMES 

4 MY NEIGHBOR, by Homer 
row. It tells of the experiences of 
Frank and Jesse James and Cole 
Younger on a wild west show about 
19°° In TEXAS, AN INFORMAL 
oe Ré ey by Owen P. White, 

but inte ing note 
M ly Bailey Circus 


Book has 
nd one 
mew Fa: 
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Railroad 
Circus Photos 


3% x 5% Inches 
50; all 16 
and stock 


$1.50; all 9 
r. and stock 


loaded 


all 


psgr. and 


25 RB & B & B, 
RB & B & B,2nd £ 
d Section $3 


‘Ist Section $3 
ection $3 


all loaded 


ection 
list and sample 


Ji McROBERTS 


908 M 
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ed at once to 


September, 


$ 1.00 

$ 2.00 

$ 3.00 

$10.00 
ance must be mail- 

ure publication. 
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and remitt 





Chart of Railroad Circuses 1872 - 1945 








1949 CIRCUS PHOTOS 199 
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“ar and Glossy Photos 


12—101 Ranch $1.20 15—Dales $1.50 
15 in r v1.50 15—Mills Bros $1.50 
15 ley Br $1.50 20—Cole Bros $2.00 
15—John Pawling 5 

15—Ayres & Kathryn Davies $1.5( 
20—Ringling Bros. & B. B $2.0( 
Also have a few Programs, Route Cards and Letterheads. 


713 Oak St. Johny Vogelsang Niles, Mich 
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